Naturally occurring inhibitors of the venom of funnel web spiders (Atrax species).
It has been shown that the blood plasma of rats and many other vertebrate species, but not man, contains a factor that inhibits the toxic actions of the venom of funnel web spiders (Atrax) on isolated toad voluntary muscle and rat lung preparations and also on anaesthetized whole rats. This factor was found to be effective against all obvious symptoms produced by the venom of both sexes of A. infensus and of the females of the other three common species of Atrax, particularly when administration of the factor to the test preparation preceded that of the venom.